THE   DEFENCE   OF   DEMOCRACY
groups of isolated men, an achievement that could
be only partially relevant to the concrete process of
history, is now posited as the central necessity of
history.
A central necessity of history is not inevitable.
It is,, on the one hand, that which is required in order
to make history positively significant; on the other
hand, it is that to which men can dedicate themselves
in the faith that they help to make it prevail. But
faith is not certainty, nor ever can be. Nevertheless,
in the measure in which we are ourselves changed,
and thereby help others to change, we help to secure
the future. This change in ourselves is not self-
generated. It is, primarily, a response in ourselves to
the meaningful pattern we discern in history. No such
pattern can ever have decisive meaning for an
individual unless it satisfies all the demands in himself
that he acknowledges to be good; it must be a pattern
which does not deny but fulfils all the patterns which
he has discerned and to which he has responded.
That is to say that revolutionary or creative activity is
the unity of two things: the complete submission of the
individual, and the complete affirmation of the person.
Nor is one of these possible without the other. There
can be no complete affirmation of the person without
complete submission to the reality which he discerns
by imagination: without that complete submission
he must be a prey to his own sense of irrelevance.
On the other hand, without a complete affirmation of
the person no complete submission to reality is possible.
Beyond this point, I suppose, angels fear to tread*
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